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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible 

for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been 
timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.114. Applicant's submission filed 12/08/2008 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The spccillcatiou shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject 
matter which the apphcant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. Claim 1 1 recites "wherein the first and second firewalls include essentially the 
same security procediires." The claim term "essentially the same" lacks a clear and precise 
definition. One of ordinary skill in the art would not be able to determine the metes and bounds 
of the claim. 

Claim Interpretation 

4. The Applicant has not provided a clear definition for the term "transmission path" recited 
in claim 1 within the specification. Therefore the Examiner will interpret this element by its plain 
meaning as if the term was interpreted by one of ordinary skill in the art. See MPEP 21 1 1 .01 . 
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Applicant has amended to include limitations directed towards a first and second transmission 
path. The applicant's specification discloses communication over a single bidirectional link (See 
[0009], and [0017-0018] of applicant's disclosure). Therefore the communication paths as 
recited in the amended independent claims are distinguished by their endpoints. For example, a 
first trans mission path would comprise communication from point A to point B, while the 
second transmission path would comprise communication from point B to point A. This 
interpretation is consistent with the specification which discloses one link but two paths over 
which data is transmitted. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 10-11, 13, and 16-18 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented aiid the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill 
in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the maimer in which the 
invention was made. 
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7. Claims 10, 11, 13, and 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US 6,7889,80 to Johnson in view of WO 02/27997 A2 to McMuUan et al (hereinafter 
McMuUan). 

Regarding claim 10, Johnson teaches a Human-Machine-Interface (HMI) system, 
comprising: 

at least one mobile operating and monitoring device for controlling automation 
components of a technical installation (Johnson, Column 1 lines 21-45 generally teach control 
systems. Specifically lines 33-36 teach "In other control systems, such apparatus monitor the 
device, process or system and display alarms or other indicia of its characteristics, leaving 
responsibility for adjustment to the operator."); 

a radio link for wireless data transmission between the mobile operating and monitoring 
device and an automation component with a radio access point (Johnson, Column 6 lines 4-7 
teach "Apparatus 40-44 can couple with the control network directly, e.g., via bus or network 
connection, or indirectly, e.g., via satellite, wireless connection or modem connection."), the 
radio link comprising a first transmission path wherein data is transmitted from the automation 
component with a radio access point to the mobile operating and monitoring device (Johnson, 
col. 5:60 to col. 6:21, control system to handheld computer. See fig. 1.), and a second 
transmission path wherein data is transmitted from the mobile operating and monitoring device 
to the automation component with the radio access point (Johnson, col. 5:60 to col. 6:21, 
handheld computer to confrol system. See fig. 1.); 
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a first firewall in the mobile operating and monitoring device for securing data 
transmissions in the first transmission path (McMuUan, pg. 22-23, client firewall. See also fig. 
l.);and 

a second firewall in the automation component with the radio access point for securing 
data transmissions in the second path (McMuUan, pg. 17, server firewall examines packets 
attempting to pass through it. See also fig. 1.), and 

wherein the first firewall secures transmissions on the first communication path but not 
on the second communication path (McMuUan, pg. 22-23, client firewall secures 
communications from outside the client firewall.), and the second firewall secures transmissions 
on the second communication patch but not on the first communication path (McMuUan, pg. 17, 
server firewall secures communications from outside the server firewall.). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to combine Johnson and the firewalls of McMuUan in order to provide typical 
advantages provided by placing both systems behind firewalls such as securing communications 
between communicating endpoints and to block or allow certain data connections (McMuUan, 
pg. 16-19, 22-23.). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the combination of Johnson and McMuUan teaches the HMI system 
in accordance with claim 10, wherein the first and second firewalls include essentially the same 
security procedures (McMuUan, abstract, multiple firewalls control connections between client 
and server elements. See also fig. 1.). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/568,1 1 6 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2445 

Regarding claim 13, the combination of Johnson and McMuUan teaches the HMl system 
in accordance with claim 10, wherein the mobile operating and monitoring device is 
encapsulated (Johnson, col. 5, line 63 to col. 6, line 7, laptop or handheld computer.). 

Regarding claim 16, the combination of Johnson and McMullan teaches the HMI system 
in accordance with claim 10, wherein the automation components are connected by a field bus, 
wherein the automation component with the radio access point is connected to the field bus 
(Johnson, col. 2, lines 15-27, "The field devices, controllers, workstations and other components 
that make up a process control system typically communicate over heterogeneous media. Field 
devices connect with controllers, for example, over dedicated "fieldbuses" operating under 
proprietary or industry-specific protocols."). 

Regarding claim 17, 18, the combination of Johnson and McMullan teaches the HMI 
system in accordance with claim 10, wherein the automation components include a radius server 
(Johnson, col. 11, line 26-37, server 47, "Inter-system access is provided by a gateway device, 
such as server 47, that permits the secure transfer of data." See also, fig. 1.) 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RYAN J. JAKOVAC whose telephone number is (571)270-5003. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 7:30 am to 5:00 pm EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton B. Burgess can be reached on (571) 272-3949. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an appUcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/RJ/ 

/Larry D Donaghue/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2454 



